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Wiltshire VCS Assembly – 2nd March 2010



Notes from 2/3/10 Wiltshire Voluntary Sector Assembly

(Groups facilitated by Liddy Davidson)

MORNING WORKSHOP

What influencing is currently happening?

· Links to national bodies who act on the wider national agenda

· Involvement in local planning processes to ensure people get what they want and need

· Building relationships to build influencing opportunities

· Influencing schools, police and public thorough a programme of education and information (faith sector)
· Information gathering on key issues and through links to national organisations a national voice/campaign. Influencing partners about what communities want.
· Collecting research evidence of need to influence strategies and priorities for service development 

· Conducting and supporting consultations with service users and promoting their views to provider agencies
What are the barriers?

· Structures

· Choices

· Funding

· Attitudes and ideas

· Apathy

· Voices being heard and acted upon – not tokenistic consultation
· Lack of resources

· Good information to evidence issues

What would improve things?

· Better communications + connecting up
· Linking up agencies

· Somewhere to go to co ordinate activities
· WIC addressing common issues
AFTERNOON WORKSHOP

A
VCS GENERALLY

1  
WIC to take the lead for IMPROVING COMMUNICATIONS across the VCS eg NEWSLETTER – to cross-fertilise ideas and information, spotlight on particular communities of interest, promoting training opportunities

2 
WIC to be the voice and promoter of the VCS with the aim of:
- sustaining the VCS

- increasing understanding of the VCS

- demonstrating the added value of the VCS (use case studies)

- marketing the VCS

3
WIC to lobby for longer term funding based on full cost recovery 
4
WIC to facilitate collaborative working eg influence commissioners to provide better support for consortium tenders

5
WIC to promote more “Voice and Echo” (NB plan to work with Community Area Partnerships and Parish Councils)

6
WIC to be bolder!

Need to ensure WIC is represented on the Wiltshire Family of Partnerships (and would like clarity and organisational chart)

Need to identify what WIC doesn’t do and where to signpost as several concerns relating to potential duplication eg by WIC and the Compact Board, by WIC and GROW.  

Question: Why is Wiltshire Community Foundation not a WIC member?

B
ENVIRONMENT 

Members of group (Environment Community of Interest) keen to help the rest of the VCS to become more sustainable ie

1
Embed sustainability into WIC and VCS – as an opportunity to do something positive for the environment and save money.

2
Identify problems and solutions … eg the benefits of recycling
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3
Lobby for free collection and re-cycling of office waste.  
