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Wiltshire Voluntary Sector Assembly
Tuesday 2nd March 2010

Warminster Assembly Rooms

Spring got off to a good start with the Wiltshire Voluntary Sector Assembly which was held at Warminster Assembly Rooms on Tuesday 2nd March. Over 90 delegates attended the event from organisations across the whole of Wiltshire.

The event began at 10am. Terry Deegan gave an introduction to the day and special introductions were made to the Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire Mr John Bush and Rex Webb from the Wiltshire Compact. The theme for the day was ‘Influencing for the Sector’.
Karen Winchcombe, the Wiltshire Infrastructure Consortium Development Manager, gave a brief presentation on the future structure of the Consortium. See Karen’s presentation on the main assembly page for more details
The Chair then introduced the key note speaker for the day Peter Couchman, CEO of the Plunkett Foundation. See Peter’s presentation on the main assembly page for more details.
The Chair thanked Peter for a truly inspirational speech

After coffee delegates worked in groups on three key questions:

1. What influencing do you do now? For example as individuals, for better services, better policies at a local, regional or national level

2. What barriers do you meet when influencing and what are your concerns in relation to influencing?

3. How could we do better as individuals, or collectively?

Answers to questions were fed back to everyone present, facilitated by Peter – see feedback on the main assembly page for more details.

Rex Webb, Independent Chair of the Wiltshire Compact gave a brief presentation about the Compact – see presentation on the main assembly page for more details.
Terry thanked Rex for his contribution.

Karen Winchcombe gave a presentation on the Voice programme for organisations. Please see her presentation on the main assembly page for more details.

The Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, Mr John Bush, thanked everyone for their excellent speeches and said that it was clear that the voluntary sector has huge strengths and also great opportunities lie ahead.

Liddy Davidson gave a short appeal on behalf of WASP

Lunch was at 12.40pm

In the afternoon commencing at 1.35pm delegates split into groups for the Communities of Interest discussions. There were groups on:

Information & Advice

Health, social care & older people 

Environment

Equality & Diversity

Interfaith Groups

Children, young people & families

Culture, Heritage & Sport

The questions these groups addressed were:

1. What will help you and others in the voluntary and community sector?

2. What else would you like WIC to do in the future to support the voice of the COIs?

3. How can WIC add value immediately and in the future?
Summing up at the end of the day

Finally the Chair gave a short speech to say that this assembly had been a great opportunity for WIC to grow in the future. There may be Issues that WIC need clarify but this will be done through good communication, collaboration and strengthening relationships with the Compact Board and statutory bodies. 

The day ended at 3pm.
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